
 
 
 

 
 

THE JOY OF SERVING THE POOR 
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VERNA LINZEY CHILD CARE MINISTRY 

It was assumed that when Paul uttered these imperatives to the Philippians, he was not 
encouraging them to be joyful only when situations are advantageous, but their joy 
should be manifested as a response on all occasions, whatever circumstances come in 
their way. Paul, writing in prison, encouraged the Philippians to “rejoice always” since 
joy is the lifestyle in the kingdom of God.
 
Reflecting the ministry of Verna Linzey Child Care Ministry International this school 
year, we faced various circumstances when we opened the VLCCM Center last June. 
Nevertheless, we managed to rejoice and trust in the Lord for his provision. Since the 
VLCCM is not receiving any subsidy from the Municipal Social Work and Development 
(MSWD) nor from any organization, except some donations from individuals, we really 
struggled with how we should start the Ministry again. We were faced with the question 
of whether we could do it for the second year. 

 
However, the word of the Lord is strong in our hearts assuring us that whatever things we 
start for these little ones, He will bring it into a process of growth and development. To 
our surprise at the middle of July, we were sent a gift of $165.00. It seems that t his gift 
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served as confirmation from the Lord that our ministry to the children pleases the heart of 
God. Since that day onward, we praise the Lord for God’s faithfulness for continuously 
using people to encourage us serve with the children in the rural areas. The VLCCMI 
Center is now in its second year of operation and it has 16 enrolled children. In addition 
to this, the VLCCMI continues its feeding program to the children in Brgy Bugayong 
through individual donations of our members and people who are touched by God.

 
MY VISIT TO HINYUNG IFUGAO 
 I rejoice in the Lord also for the privileged he has given me to speak at Hinyung 
Ifugao last August 8-10, 2008. Ifugao, from the recent survey, shows that Ifugao province 
is second to the poorest province in the Philippines where there are lots of Igorots (native 
people of Ifugao) increasingly migrating to other provinces due to lack of unemployment 
and poverty. 

 
Pastor Pedro Puddunan, my student at Asia Bible College, who is currently serving as 
director of the Seed of the Fertile Soil Ministry Inc., arranged a one day seminar for all 
the affiliated churches so I could teach his pastors the origins of Pentecostalism in the 
Philippine (SFSMI). SFSMI has its headquarter in Hinyung Ifugao, 8 hours from 
Pangasinan through rough terrain. The town is located before the Banaue Rice Terraces 
(One of the Seven Wonders of the World). SFSMI has currently 12 local churches in the 
province of Ifugao and a nearby province. These churches are pastored mostly by young 
pastors who have no formal Bible School training. Yet it amazed me how they were 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to plant these local churches. As I spoke with them about 
VLCCMI, the director expressed his interest to join VLCCMI along with all their local 
churches. We are looking forward to the possibility of opening VLCCMI branches or 
extensions in their villages to launch feeding programs there. 
 
VLCCMI NETWORK OF CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGES 

We also rejoice and are excited to report that VLCCMI is organizing a network of 
Christian Orphanages and Children’s Ministries in different parts of the World. 
VLCCMI, though it is being planted in the poor rural areas in the Philippines, is looking 
at the possibility of organizing a network of orphanages under the umbrella of VLCCMI. 



We already have member orphanages in India, Ghana, and the Philippines. The thrust of 
the VLCCMI is first of all to create a worldwide network of Christian orphanages to 
share information and resources how we could impact and advocate the need of 
impoverished children. We at VLCCMI have observed that our Pentecostal churches 
have not been oriented to do such ministry and little effort has been done to bring the 
plight of vulnerable children to the forethought of Pentecostal outreach. It seems that 
destitute children also are not the prime outreach targets of most churches. In contrast, 
VLCCMI plays the role by discovering contextual ways to serve the poor children and to 
call the Church to make destitute children the top priority of Christian missions in the 21st 
century. We are pleased to share that since we started recruiting ministries and 
orphanages, there has been an increasing awareness among Christian organizations and 
orphanages to join VLCCMI. These orphanages and ministries who just recently joined 
the network are:  
 
1. VLCCMI of Tabernacle of Grace (Pangasinan).  
 
2. Breathe of Life Ministries (Baguio City). This ministry is focused on reaching those 
children and youth who are planting marijuana in the mountains. The ministry is directed 
by Pastor Baltazar Tictica, a young pastor who is designing a livelihood and training 
program for these youths.  
 
3. Nehemiah Orphanage (India), led by Brother Rajah Sekhar from India whose 
ministry is dedicated to the poor children in India. 

 

4 Center for Church Action on Poverty (Pangasinan): This ministry is dedicated to the 
empowerment of youth and unemployed women through livelihood training. This 
ministry is directed by Rev. Teody Piscador, my friend, who is pioneering a church in 
that town.  
 
5 Nagsaag Community Care Ministry (Pangasinan). This is a church based ministry of 
Nagsaag Assembly of God church whose focus is micro-financing, feeding children, and  
helping the poor families who are victims of calamity. The ministry was established 
through the encouragement of VLCCMI. 
 
6 Seed of the Fertile Soil Ministry Inc, is a ministry grounded in the rural areas of 
Ifugao province that have 12 local churches in the region (no picture yet). 



7. Christian Outreach Network International Inc  (Ghana, Africa) is a ministry 
dedicated to helping and providing residential care for children in a variety of 
circumstance regardless of their social status, culture, race or religious beliefs. Each child 
that comes through their doors are provided secure housing, a nutritious and well-
balanced diet, clothing, immunization and all medical attention needed, complete 
education, and a loving environment where children learn discipline and respect for 
themselves and others and the opportunity to grow spiritually.����
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